
  



 

Preface  

Thank you for deciding to read this book. I have written this book for you to learn Joomla! 

1.5 as fast as possible . 

This book is meant to be read cover - to -cover, and all you have to do is read a page, do 

what it says, and go ahead. After completing all the tasks in the book, you will be a fluent 

Joomla! user, ready to make typical content website s. 

When I first came acr oss Joomla!, I found it easy to install, but a bit difficult to learn the 

administration. Even more difficult to learn was how to customize the site as per my 

requirements. There were many tutorials out there which explained different tasks, but 

not a sing le one that explained how to install, modify and administer a Joomla! website as 

per my needs. Hence, I learned Joomla! the hard er  way by trying out different tutorials,  

experimenting different buttons in the administration, and seeing what happens. I 

gra dually became fluent in making and administrating Joomla! websites. But the bad part 

is, this whole process took 6 months!  

Now, I have written this book in such a way that you will learn all that within a single 

weekend, or 2 days. If you have started rea ding this book today morning, you will be able 

to make any type of Joomla! websites by tomorrow evening.  

So tell everyone youôre busy, order some pizza and drinks, and learn Joomla! 

  



License  

This book is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 2. 5 India License . 

For more details, go to http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/in/  
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Installing Joomla!  

Joomla is a web application written using PHP, and hence it needs a óweb serverô to run. 

To make a Joomla! Website  available on the World Wide Web , you need to host it on a 

web host. But to learn Joomla, you c an convert your own computer into a web server, and 

Install Joomla on it.  

Hence, Installing Joomla on your computer requires you to do these two things first. I will 

show you how to do all these three. But If you already have a web server with PHP and 

MySQL installed on your computer, skip the first step and follow the 2 nd  and 3 rd .  

 

1) Install Web 
Server with PHP 

and MySQL

2) Create MySQL 
Database & 

Acoount
3) Install Joomla!



Installing a Web Server using XAMPP  

Installing a web server used to be a pain, especially because you had to manually 

configure it to run PHP. But not any more, thanks to óXAMPPô ï a free software that 

ins talls an Apache Web Server, PHP and MySQL or your computer and configures these 

three to work together. All you have to do is download it and install!  

Download a copy of XAMPP from www.apachefriends.org/en/xampp.html . There are 

different versions available for different operating systems such as Windows XP, Vista, 

Linux, Mac, Solaris etc. 

Select the one 

according to your 

operatin g system, and 

install it.  

  

http://www.apachefriends.org/en/xampp.html


Creating MySQL Database & Account  

To create a MySQL database and account for installing Joomla!, you can use a web 

application called óPhpMyAdminô. This comes bundled with XAMPP, so you donôt have to 

get it separately.  

Step 1 : Create a Database  Step 2 : Add a MySQL user  
 

 

 

 
 
Go to PhpMyAdmin and on the front page, you 

will  see a field to create a new database. Enter 

a name for this database and then click 

óCreateô. I have named my database 

ódatabase_for_joomlaô. You can have any 

name, but you have to remember this name 

because we will be using it later while installing 

Joom la!  

 

 
Go to PhpMyAdmin and on the front page, click 

on óPrivileges ô. Then click on ñAdd a new Userò, 

and fill up the form to create a user.  Select  

 Host name as ólocalhostô 

 Grant all privileges to this us er by 

ticking on the checkboxes or clicking on 

the óCheck allô button. 

I have created user named ójoomla_userô with 

password ójoomlaô. 



Installing Joomla!  1.5  

Now that you have a web server ready with PHP and MySQL along with an account that 

you just created, letôs install the Joomla! CMS. Download the latest version of Joomla! 

from joomla.org using the ódownloadô link on the home page.  Save the zip file in root 

directory of your web server. This should be óC: \ xampp \ htdocs \ô since you have installed 

the web server using XAMPP.  

Make a folder ójoomlabetaô in this directory and extract the archive in it. Now, you can 

access this folder from your web browser using the path ólocalhost/joomlabetaô.So open 

your browser, and type this address ólocalhost/joomlabetaô in it. You will be shown the 

installation s creen of Joomla!  The first step   lets you select the language for installation. 

Click óNextô, and you will be shown a screen with all the settings of your web server and 

whether they are good for Joomla!. Click óNextô to proceed. 



The third step  is just a l icense agreement that you have to agree. 

Click óNextô. 

The fourth step  is specifying the database settings, including the 

database, username, and password.  

Use the following settings  

 Database Type : mysql  

 Host Name : localhost  

 User Name : joomla_user (if  you had used a different name 

while creating the MySQL user, specify it here)  

 Password : joomla (or the one you had set  for that user )  

 Database Name : database_for_joomla ( or the one you had 

created  if you used a different name  )  

In this step, you provi ded the details of MySQL database to 

Joomla!. Joomla! will use this database to store all the content and other information.  

 

  

It is recommended that you use this database solely for this 

installation of Joomla!. You can create more databases for other 

applications. You will later come to know that it is much easier to 

transfer your website from your computer to a web host (or a web 

host to another web host) if you keep a separate database.  



The fifth step  is for specifying FTP setting to 

Joomla!. But  since we are installing Joomla! 

on a local computer, say ónoô to FTP and click 

ónextô. 

The sixth step  is for specifying the Site 

name and a password for the administrator. 

So fill the form with a name for the site, your 

e-mail address, and an administrato r 

password.   While in this step, you have to 

click on the ñInstall Sample Dataò button so 

that your website will initially has  some 

sample data  or content  which you can edit or 

delete.  After clicking on that button, you are 

shown a message ñSample data installed 

successfully ò. Now click on ñNextò to finish the 

installation.  

Congratulations! You successfully installed 

Joomla! 1.5 on your computer.   

 Before you can start using this Joomla! site, you 

have to delete the directory named ñinstallationò 

from Jo omla!ôs folder. Deleting this folder is a 

security measure, just to make sure that nobody 

else reinstalls Joomla! using this folder.  



Exploring the Front -end 

 



Now that you have successfully insta lled Joomla!, you can access the website by typing 

the address  ólocalhost/joomlabetaô in your web browser. This is the default Joomla! site 

with the sample content. I will show you how to modify this site according to your needs 

in the following chapters. Right now, just browse the site, clicking on different  buttons and 

trying them out. Vote in the poll, and see the result. Search for something using the 

search box. Create PDFs of articles using the small PDF icon on the top right of any article.  

Note the different ways in which content is accessed  and presen ted . 

 Clicking on óJoomla! Licenseô link in the left menu will display a page with the 

Joomla! license.  This page is like a static page on a website.  

 

 Clicking on óThe Newsô link in the main menu will show introductions of  different 

articles, along with a óread moreô link which shows the full article. This is similar to 

a blog, because different articles are shown on the same page  

 

 Clicking on óMore about Joomla! ô will show you a list of categories, each having a 

short description. Selecting a category will  show you a list of all the articles in that 

category. You ca click on these to read the full articles.  

 

 The poll is shown in a sidebar. When you vote in the poll, the results are shown in 

the main content area.  

 

 

  



Basics of Joomla!  

 

Hence, managing a Joomla! site is mainly about logging into the administrative panel and 

adding or editing content.

Database

Front-end
www.sitename.com

Administration
www.sitename.com/administrator

Joomla! is a óContent Management Systemô, which 

means that it is a system for managing different 

types of content.  

 All content is stored in the database  

 The administrative back -end of Joomla! allows 

you to edit this content or add new content.  

 Whenever a visitor visits the website, the 

front -end shows him this content from the 

database.  



So when you see a Joomla! powered website, itôs front-end has shown you s ome content 

from the database.  

All the data, right from the links in the menu to the information about users is stored in 

the database.  

The administrative interface lets you edit this database, hence giving you total control 

over the site.  



Your First Joomla! site : Baboons  

Now that you have installed Joomla! on your computer, letôs create your first Joomla! 

website.  

If you have installed Joomla! exactly the way shown above, your website should be 

accessible by pointing the browser to ólocalhost/joomlabetaô and you should be able to 

access the administrative interface of the website by pointing your browser to 

ólocalhost/joomlabeta/administratorô. 

Select any topic for making your first website. Iôm choosing the topic óBaboonsô. If you 

donôt know already, baboons are animals similar to monkeys. So letôs quickly create a 

website about baboons.  Wikipedia has lots of more info about baboons: see 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baboons  for more information.  I have used this info in the 

pages of this site that we are making.  

This website will be very simple, and just consist of 4 pages. This is how we will do the 

website in 4 easy steps:  

  

1 ωSet the site name

2 ωCreate Pages

3 ωMake Menu links to those pages

4 ωRemove all Unwanted Stuff on the site

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baboons


Step #1: Set the Site Name  

This is really easy. Go to the administrat ive back -end of the site by pointing your browser 

to http://localhost/joomlabeta/administrator/  or ósitename/administratorô if you have 

installed Joomla in a different path.  

Log in with username as óadminô and the administrator password that you had set while 

installing this Joomla. You will be shown the cool administrative interface of your Joomla! 

site.  

Click on the óGlobal Configurationô button. You will see a form with 

different fields.  

Now, use  the óSite Nameô Field to specify the name or your site, which is 

óBaboonsô in my case. 

Now, click on the óSaveô button at the top right. You will see a message óThe Configuration 

Details have been updated ô. You will also see that the title of browser now contains your 

site name. Congratulations on doing the first modification to your site!  

http://localhost/joomlabeta/administrator/


Step #2: Create Pages  

Our baboons website will have 4 pages about baboons. These are:  

1.  Home  

2.  How Baboons Look  

3.  Social life of Baboons  

4.  Types of Baboons  

 

It is very easy to  create such pages.  Just go to the administrative 

interface (sitename/administrator) if you arenôt there already, and click 

on the óAdd New Articleô Button. You can also do this by going to 

óContentô->ôArticle Managerô in the menu and clicking on óNewô . 

 

 

 



 

Fill in the title for the page, the content in the page select the ósectionô and 

ócategoryô as óUncategorizedô, and click on the ósaveô button at the top right. 

After saving the page, you will be taken to óArticle Managerô where you can edit any 

article, delete any article, or make new articles. Click on the ónewô button on the top right 

for creating a new page. In this way, make all the four pages.  

 

Note that Joomla! lets you write the articles/pages using a rich text editor, as shown in 

the abo ve picture. This means that you can make the text appear the way you want it. 

Use this rich text editor just like you would use any word processing software. But to 

insert images, use the óImageô button at the bottom left of the rich text box. 

Note that th ese pages created by you are not visible on the website. I they will 

be vi s ible only after we create a menu link for them.  

Now that we have all the 4 pages ready, letôs move on to the next step and create menu 

links for those pages.  

  



Step #3: Make Menu Links  

There are different menus in a Joomla! website, and you can add links to the newly 

created pages in any on these menus.  

 

For this website, we will use the main menu. In the administrative 

interface (sitename/administrator), go to óMenusô->ôTop Menuô using 

the menu. Here, you will see a list of all links that are already 

present in the main menu.  



Now, click on the ónewô button at the top right to create a new menu link for one of our 

pages.  

You will be shown a list o f menu item types.  

1.  Click on óarticlesô, because we want this 

menu link to link to an article.  

2.  Click on ñStandard Article Layoutò when 

the óarticlesô list expands. This means that the 

full article has to be shown when the link is 

clicked.  

Now you will be taken to a screen where you 

have to specify the name for this link and the 

article you want it to point to.  

Our first link is for the óHomeô Page, hence write 

the title and alias as óHomeô. 

  



In the top right of this page, you will 

see a box named óMenu Item 

Parametersô. In this box, click on the 

button óselectô next to the óSelect 

Articleô field to specify which article 

should be shown when we click this 

link.  

A popup window will appear with a list of all 

the pages. You just have to double click the 

name of the page you want to be link ed by 

this menu item.  

By doing this, you select the article/page 

that will be shown when a user clicks on this 

link that we are now creating.  

 

 

Now, the óSelect Articleô field should 

show the name of the page you just 

selected.  

Now click on the ósaveô button on the top right to save this link. You will be shown 

the óMenu Managerô for main menu, and the link that you just created will be in 

this list.  

 



In the standard Joomla! installation, there is a óHomeô link 

in the main menu by default, but we wonôt be keeping that 

one. So create your own following the above steps.  

If you visit your Joomla website now by pointing your 

browser to ólocalhost/joomlabetaô, there will be 2 óhomeô 

links in the main menu. The second one is the one that you 

just created. Cl ick on it, and you will be shown the home 

page that you had made previously.  

Now just repeat the steps for creating a link for the other 

three pages. You can write any name for the links, so the 

link for óSocial Life of Baboonsô page can be just ósociologyô. 

 

 

 

 



Now, you have the four pages ready with some content in them and menu links pointing 

at  them.  

But now, we need:  

1.  All the mess on the site should be cleaned up so that we only have all this 

baboon related stuff on our website.  

2.  When the site is visite d through ólocalhost/joomlabetaô, the óhomeô page that you 

crated should be shown.  

3.  All other links from the menu should be removed  

The next page shows a typical messy page that Joomla! generates. It has too many 

things in it. These óthingsô are called ómodulesô and are shown in boxes in the following 

picture. The only required module is óMain Menuô, and all the others are not required 

by our baboon website. So letôs hide them. 



 



To hide those unnecessary modules showing on the page, go to the administra tive back -

end of the site by pointing the browser to ólocalhost/joomlabeta/administratorô and log in. 

Now go to óExtensionsô->ôModule Managerô using the menu. The óModule Managerô lets you 

manage all the modules. Here you will see a list of all the current ly installed modules on 

the site. There may be about 25 items in the list.  

Now use the tick boxes at the left of each module name to select al of them except for 

óMain Menuô, and then click on the 

óDisable  button at the top right.  

Doing this will hide all those 

modules.  

Note: the List of modules may 

extend to 2 pages, so yoy will 

have to go to the next page by 

clicking ó2ô at the bottom of the 

list and then disable the modules 

from the sec ond page too.  

 

 

 

 



Now letôs clean up the main menu and hide all the links other than the ones pointing to 

our 4 pages , and also make the óhomeô page that you created as the default page to be 

shown when you see the website . 

Go to the administrative back -end, and open the menu manager for 

ómain menuô by going to óMenuô->ôMain Menuô in the menu. 

You will be shown a list of all the links currently seen in the main 

menu.  

To make the óHomeô page default, select it using the tick box and click on the óDefaultô 

button on the top right. Now, you will note that a small star appears next to this link item.  

Make the óhomeô link THAT YOU HAD CREATED as the default. It should be somewhere at 

the bottom of the list.  

 

To clean up the menu and remove al l the links o ther than required, j ust do like you did for 

the modules, select all the menu links which are not required, and óunpublishô them. i.e. 

select all the links except for the ones pointing to the 4 pages that you created, and then 

click on the óunpublishô button.  

Tip : Changing the logo  

The Joomla! logo that you see on the top left of every page on the website is a part of a 

template. We will go into this in detail later, but If you have a cool logo for the baboon 

website, just save it in óC: \ xampp \ htdocs \ joomla beta \ templates \ rhuk_milkyway \ images ô 

or whatever the root folder of your web server with the name ómw_joomla_logo.png ô 

hence replacing the current logo.  



Here we are, with our custom baboon website with 4 pages which you can edit any time 

by logging into the administrative back -end and going to ôarticle managerô. 

 

Hope you enjoyed making it !   


