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Preface

Thank you for  deciding to read this book. | have written this book for you to learn Joomia!
1.5 as fast as possible

This book is meant to be read cover -to-cover, and all you have to do is read a page, do
what it says, and go ahead. After completing all the tasks in the book, you will be a fluent
Joomla! user, ready to make typical content  website s.

When | first came acr  oss Joomlal, | found it easy to install, but a bit difficult to learn the
administration. Even more difficult to learn was how to customize the site as per my
requirements. There were many tutorials out there which explained different tasks, but

not a sing le one that explained how to install, modify and administer a Joomla! website as

per my needs. Hence, | learned Joomla! the hard er way by trying out different tutorials,
experimenting different buttons in the administration, and seeing what happens. |
gradually became fluent in making and administrating Joomla! websites. But the bad part

is, this whole process took 6 months!

Now, | have written this book in such a way that you will learn all that within a single
weekend, or 2 days. If you have started rea ding this book today morning, you will be able
to make any type of Joomla! websites by tomorrow evening.

So tell everyone youbre busy, order some pi
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License

You are free:

LQ.-

@ to Share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work @C.-'-‘"U.P;;./

@ to Remix — to adapt the wark

Under the following conditions:

Attribation. vou must attribute the woark in the manner specified by the
author or licensor (hut not in any way that suggests thatthey endarse
wou oryour use of the wark).

« Forany reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms ofthis waork. The hestway to da this is
wiith & link to wawwy gitefor! 00.com .

« Any ofthe above canditions can be waived ifyou get permission from the copyright holder.

+ Mothing in this license impairs of restricts the author's moral rights.

This book is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 2. 5 India License

For more details, goto  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/in/
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Installing Joomla!

Joomla is a web application written using PHP,
To make a Joomla! Website available on the World Wide Web , you need to host it on a
web host. But to learn Joomla, you ¢ an convert your own computer into a web server, and

Install Joomla on it.

Hence, Installing Joomla on your computer requires you to do these two things first. | will
show you how to do all these three. But If you already have a web server with  PHP and
MySQ L installed on your computer, skip the first step and follow the 2 " and 3 .

1) Install Web 2) Create MySQ
Server with PHP Database &

3) Install Joomla
and MySQL Acoount




Installing a Web Server using XAMPP

Installing a web server used to be a pain, especially because you had to manually
configure it to run PHP. But not any more, thanks to 60 X AMP P& free software that
installs an Apache Web Server, PHP and MySQL or your computer and configures these
three to work together. All you have to do is download it and install!

Download a copy of XAMPP from www.apachefriends.org/en/xampp.html . There are
different versions available for different operating systems such as Windows XP, Vista,

Linux, Mac, Solaris etc.
Select the one
according to your
operatin g system, and

83 XAMPP Control Panel Application

=aMPP Control Panel [ Service... ]

[ scm. |
install it.
Modules
Svo Apache Runnin ...
I:l P - g [ StDD ] [n‘:'-ljl'l'lll'l ]
[]Sve MySgl Running | Stop | [ Admin... |
s Fil=Zilla
Hsve 2
Mercur -
' =
TMindows E£E.1 Build Z&00 Platform 2 Serwice Pack 2 5
Current Directory: c:hxampp I

In=tall Directory: oc:Iixampp
Status Check OR

Bu=sy._ _ .

Apache started [Port 20]
Bu=sy._ ..

My2gl =tarted [Port 32320&]

£

£ >



http://www.apachefriends.org/en/xampp.html

Creating MySQL Database & Account

To create a MySQL database and account for installing Joomlal, you can use a web
application called &6PhpHuyAdiienddd wi Thi XAMEPMes so
get it separately.

Step 1 : Create a Database Step 2 : Add a MySQL user

MySQOL 4.0.21-nt running on localhost a: Add a new User

Login Information
MySOL User name: | Use text field: |v| [joomla_user

- Create new database [Documentation]
Host: Local YJ |Iocalhost

[database_for_joomla \ -~
Password: | Use text field: y ]oooon

r Show MySQOL runtime information Re-type: Ionuo

PO | PPN A S T on | PTCUR ERS P OPo o = [ 4 m TSR
Go to PhpMyAdmin and on the front page, you Go to PhpMyAdmin and on the front page, click
will see a field to create a new database. Enter o n Prigileges 8. Then click on A
a name for this database and then click and fill up the form to create a user. Select
06Createbd. I have namec ¢ Host name as Ol ocal ho
6dat abase_for _jooml ab. Y e Grant all privileges to this us er by
name, but you have to remember this name ticking on the checkboxes or clicking on
because we will be using it later while installing thehe€k all 6 button.
Joom la! I have created wuser name;

password 6jooml ab.



Installing Joomla!

1.5

Now that you have a web server ready with PHP and MySQL along with an account that

you just created, |l et 6s
from joomla.org using th
directory of your web

the web server using XAMPP.

Make a
access this folder from your
your browser, and type t

Steps Pre-installation ek dgan ) O ewen e

1: Langraane Check

FrelstitmnChack Preanstaliation check for Jsomia! 1.5.0 Seta 2 { Khepri ] 04-Oct-

>t Raee 2007 G000 SMT:

N - s

5:5TP Costipa amion < A
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Retommended semings:
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installation s creen of Joomla! The first step
Click ONext6, and you wi
whet her they are good for

i Downtoad| the latdsteversion of mdomla!

e locepagel Bawealtbe zip ifile kb rootn

f ol de ra Ga jhis dinedtosy b eand extract the archive in it. Now, you can
.S0 ®pem g
6l ocal host/j

web browser

hi's addr ess

¥ Joormial instaltation m—

Steps Choose Language o

12 Lansmage
Select Langsage

2= Prw Svstallaion Clwck

3:Ucsarse

42 Databarse

5:FIP Contiguation

&= Contiguasion

7 Fash

lets you select the language for installation.

screen
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shown a
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Basic Settings

Database Tvpe
mysgl hd

Hosk Mame
localhost

User Mame

Joomla_user

Passward
Ex

Database Mame
database_for_joomla

The third step isjustal icense agreement that you have to agree.
Click O6Next 6.

The fourth step is specifying the database settings, including the
database, username, and password.

Use the following settings

¢ Database Type : mysql
e Host Name : localhost

e User Name : joomla_user (if you had used a different name
while creating the MySQL user, specify it here)

e Password : joomla (or the one you had set for that user )

¢ Database Name : database_for_joomla ( or the one you had

created if you used a different name )

In this step, you provi ded the details of MySQL database to

Joomlal. Joomla! will use this database to store all the content and other information.

\.

\
It is recommended that you use this database solely for this
installation of Joomla!. You can create more databases for other
applications. You will later come to know that it is much easier to
transfer your website from your computer to a web host (or a web
host to another web host) if you keep a separate database.
/




The fifth step

Site name My First Joomda Site Joomlal But
on a | oc
6next 0.
Your E-mad uremail@uremail. com .
, The sixth step
Admin password ssssssssss
Confirm 2dmin: password ssesssssss

is for specifying FTP setting to
since we are installing Joomla!

al

computer,

say 0

is for specifying the Site

name and a password for the administrator.

So fill the form with a name for the site, your
and an administrato

password.

%) Instad defaut sample data ‘:

| Insiall sampie data | click

e-mail address,

While in this step, you have to
the Al nstall

on

that your website will initially

sample data or content which you can edit or

delete. After clicking on that button, you are S
shown a me sSamplee datai installed "
successfully o . Now click on fANex
installation.

Congratulations!  You successfully installed

Joomla! 1.5 on your computer.

Before you can start using this Joomla! site, you

have to delete the directo.uw
fromJooml a! 6s fol der . Del et
security measure, just to make sure that nobody
else reinstalls Joomla! using this folder.

Open
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Exploring the Front -end
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Now that you have successfully insta lled Joomla!, you can access the website by typing

the addr ess 6l ocal host/ j ooml ab eThiaié the defauly doomla! sitke b b r «
with the sample content. | will show you how to modify this site according to your needs

in the following chapters. Right now, just browse the site, clicking on different buttons and

trying them out. Vote in the poll, and see the result. Search for something using the

search box. Create PDFs of articles using the small PDF icon on the top right of any article.

Note the different ways in which content is accessed and presen ted.

e Clicking on o6Jooml al Licensed | ink in the |e
Joomla! license. This page is like a static page on a website.

e Clicking on O6The Newsd | ink i inmtrodudtiens aha differemhe n u
articles, along with a 6read mored | ink which Bhis®similarton e f
a blog, because different articles are shown on the same page

e Cl i cki rvipre about Joomla! 6 wi | | show you a 1|ist ofa cat
short description. Selecting a category will show you a list of all the articles in that
category. You ca click on these to read the full articles.

e The poll is shown in a sidebar. When you vote in the poll, the results are shown in
the main content area.



Basics of Joomla!

Jooml a! i snta MLoadgement Sys
means that it is a system for managing different
types of content.

Frontend

e All content is stored in the database
e The administrative back -end of Joomla! allows
you to edit this content or add new content.

www.sitename.com

e Whenever a visitor visits the website, the
front -end shows him this content from the
database.

Database Administration

www.sitename.com/administrator

Hence, managing a Joomla! site is mainly about logging into the administrative panel and
adding or editing content.



So when you see a Joomla! po-andhasshowwgohs iomecontantt 6 s f
from the database.

All the data, right from the links in the menu to the information about users is stored in
the database.

The administrative interface lets you edit this database, hence giving you total control
over the site.



Your First Joomlal! site : Baboons

Now that you have installed Jooml a! on your C 0 My
website.

If you have installed Joomla! exactly the way shown above, your website should be
accessible by pointing the bbetwaér abhd 9vbocshhadtd
access the administrative interface of the website by pointing your browser to

6l ocalhost/joomlabeta/administrator 6.

Select any topic for making your first website.
donot know, abakaadrys are animals similar to monke
website about baboons. Wikipedia has lots of more info about baboons: see
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baboons for more information. | have used this info in the

pages of this site that we are making.

This website will be very simple, and just consist of 4 pages. This is how we will do the
website in 4 easy steps:

wSet the site name

wCreate Pages

wMake Menu links to those pages

wRemove all Unwanted Stuff on the site

- o<- <-4


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baboons

Step #1: Set the Site Name

This is really easy. Go to the administrat ive back -end of the site by pointing your browser
to http://localhost/joomlabeta/administrator/ or O0sitename/ administratc
installed Joomla in a different path.

Log in with usdmhabde amasdd 6 he administrator passwo
installing this Joomla. You will be shown the cool administrative interface of your Joomla!
site.
Click on the 6Global Configurationdé but
different fields.

Now,use t he O6Site Named Field to specify th

Global Configuration . A .
6Baboonsé6 I n my case.

Site Settings
Site Offline |+ ma T ves

Offline Message This site is down for maintenance. Please check back
again soomn.
Site Hlame  Baboong
Default WYSIWY G Editor | Editar- TinyMCE 2.0 ¥

List Length [2g [«

No w, click on the 6Saved6 button at t hhe Goofiguration g h t .
Details have beenupdated 6. You wi | | al so see thatcontdmeyouri t | e
site name. Congratulations on doing the first maodification to your site!


http://localhost/joomlabeta/administrator/

Step #2: Create Pages

Our baboons website will have 4 pages about baboons. These are:

Home

How Baboons Look
Social life of Baboons
Types of Baboons

Powbde

— It is very easy to create such pages. Just go to the administrative

: interface (sitename/ administrator) i f yo
.y ) . ~
</ on t he 6Add New Articlebo Button. You c
Add New Article 6Cont-edaAbticle Manager o in the menu and c
Title: Home Published £ Mo ™ ves
Alias Home Frontpage ® Mo O ves
Section Uncategorized hal Category Uncategorized |
B 7 U =z | E=E == | - Styles - | % | -~ Format | | - Font family -- hdl
SIS | EE| g | LEFmEFEOO©H i A -~
— 2| *x x| 2 = | | | | E]

Welcorme to the home page of my website about baboons, This website ha lots of info about
hiabioons,



Fill in the title for the page, the content
6category6é as 6Uncategorizedbéb, and click on th
Af ter saving the page, you wi l |l be taken to O6Ar
article, del ete any article, or make new articles
for creating a new page. In this way, make all the four pages.
B &7 U e | =E=E=E = | - Shyleg -- V Paragraph V - Fant farnily -- V
IS (EE 9 o L ®gmmmo @ Pl t A-
— 2@l % x| = | | | 3 4

Al baboons have long dog-like muzzles (cynocephalus = dog-head), close-set eyes, heawy powerful
jas, thick fur except on their muzzle, a short tail and rough spots on their protrudiog
hindguarters, called ischial callosities, These callouses are nerveless, haifless pads of skin which are
present to provide for the sitting comfort of the baboon (and other Old World moonkeys ), Males of
the Hamadryas Baboon species also have a large white mane |

Note that Joomla! lets you write the articles/pages using a rich text editor, as shown in
the abo ve picture. This means that you can make the text appear the way you want it.
Use this rich text editor just like you would use any word processing software. But to
insert images, use the o0l mageb6 button at the bott

Note thatth  ese pages created by you are not visible on the website. | they will
be vi sible only after we create a menu link for them.

Now that we have al/l the 4 pages ready, |l et s mov
links for those pages.



Step #3: Make Menu Links

There are different menus in a Joomla! website, and you can add links to the newly
created pages in any on these menus.

r

Joomlal 1.5 - 'Experience the Freedom'l. It has never been es

E Oom |O I site. Manaoe all vour content fram the best CME admin interfs
y _J - you speak.

LeCauUse Open souUrce matters

Abowut Joomla! Features News The Community

Horme == Home

Latest News Tc:-p Menu Popular

« Home e« Content Layouts e Joomlal Overview
o Joomla! Overview « The Joomla Community s Extensions

» What's New in 1.57 » Welcome to Joomlal » Joomlal Features
» Joomlal License o Plewysflash 4 » Joomlal License Gu
» NMore abowut Joomlal o Mlewysflash & » Joomlal Facts

» FAQ H

. e News Main Menu

» Weh Links

For this website, we will use the main menu. In the administrative
interface (sitename/ admi ni>btTrogpt dte)n,8 i @
the menu. Here, you will see a list of all links that are already

Content

Site ‘ Menus

W menu Mansger

= Menu Trazh

present in the main menu.



No w, click on the

Select Menu tem Type

a- [ Internal Link
a2 &dicles
a- Archive
o Archived Ardicle List
o Article
0 Standard Adicle Layout

o Adicle Submizsion Layout
- Category
0 Category Blog Layout
o Standard Category Layout
2 Frontpage
0 Frontpage Blog Layout
2 Section
o ZSection Blog Layout
o Standard Section Layout
o contacts
o Mews Feeds

o Paollz

O6newbd

button at the top right

pages.

You will be shown alisto  f menu item types.

1. Click orml é6adt because we
menu link to link to an article.

2. Click on iStandard Artic
the oO6articlesoé6 |ist expands.
full article has to be shown when the link is

clicked.

Now you will be taken to a screen where you
have to specify the name for this link and the
article you want it to point to.

t he OH
6 Ho me

Our first l' ink is for
the title and alias as

Title: |Home
Alias: Home

Link:



Menu tem Parameters In the top right of this page, you wil

see a b o x named 0 Me
Select Articl 0 i [
select Article @ Parameterso6. lickothei s b

Page Class Suffix button 60sel ect o next
Articled field to spec
should be shown when we click this

link.

Menu lmage |- Do not use - W

SSL Enabled |~ o4t | ™ ignore | © |On

A popup window will appear with a list of all
the pages. You just have to double click the
name of the page you want to be link  ed by

Article Selection

it Gaol| Reset
Fiter this menu item.
# Title
By doing this, you select the article/page
1 Horme: . . .
that will be shown when a user clicks on this
2 | About Us link that we are now creating.

3 Social Life of Baboons

Menu tem Parameters No w the 6Sel ect Artic
Select Artic Select show the name of the page you just
Page Class Suffix selected.

‘--a Now cl i ck o nbuttohen thé ®@righe © save this link. You will be shown
the O6Menu Manager 6 for main menu, and the |
this list.

Save



I n the standard Jooml a! install at:i
in the main menu by delekaepigthatbut w

Home one. So create your own following the above steps.
Joomlal Overview

What's New in 1.57 . . . "
Joomial License If you visit your Joomla W(,i‘bSIte now by pointing y(?ur )
More about Joomilal browser to 6l ocal host/joomlabetabb,
FAG links in the main menu. The second one is the one that you

The News just created. Cl ick on it, and you will be shown the home

Web Links page that you had made previously.

bl Feeds
Now just repeat the steps for creating a link for the other

» Reviews three pages. You can write any name for the links, so the
l ink for O0Soci al Life of Babodnsd




Now, you have the four pages ready with some content in them and menu links pointing

Haome

Main Menu Home

Home The five baboon species are some ofthe largest non-hominid memhbers of the primate order; anly
Joomla! Overview the Mandrill and the Drill are larger. In modern scientific use, only members ofthe genus Papio are
What's New in 1.52 called bahoons, but previously the closely related Gelada (genus Theropithecus) and two species
Joomla! License of Mandrill and Drill {enus Mandritius) were grouped in the same genus, and these maonkeys are
More about Joomla! still often referred to as baboons in everyday speech. The word "haboon” comes from "babouin”,
FAQ the name given to them by the French naturalist Buffon. The baboon held several positions in
The News Egyptian mythology. The haboon god Baba, was worshipped in Pre-Dynastic times, alternatively,
Web Links this may he the arigin of the animal's name. Papio belongs ta family Cercopithecidae, in subfamily
News Feeds Cercopithecinae.
N-TTIT.
s contact
* Reviews

at them.
But now, we need:

1. All'the mess on the site should be cleaned up so that we only have all this
baboon related stuff on our website.

2. Whenthesiteisvisite d t hrough 6l ocal host/joomlabet abb,
crated should be shown.

3. All other links from the menu should be removed

The next page shows a typical messy page that Joomla! generates. It has too many

things in it. Thes ednbotdhuilnegsséd aanrde acrael lsehdown i n bo
picture. The only required module is &é6Main Menuc¢

by our baboon website. So | etds hide them.



F

£4 Joomlal

Home

-

Home

Joomlal Overview
What's New in 1.57
Joomla! License
More about Joomlal
FAG

The Hews

Web Links
News Feeis
Home
contact
Reviews
Sociology
Looks
Types

Hey Concepts

Extensions
Content Layouts
Example Pages

and manage content 'in-context' by clicking the
also edit cantent though a graphical administra

The one thing about 3 website, it always changes! Joomlal ma
add adicle, cantent, images, videas and maore. Site adm

it asyto
rs can edit
edit' lin rs can
tion panel that give you

Features News The Community

E;Eoomla!

search. . z I

Latest News Popular

s Content Layouts » Joomlal Ovarview
e The Joomla Communj e Extensions
&« YWelcome to Joomlal # Joomlal Feature
o PMewsflash 4 o Joaomlal Licens®suidelines
e PMewsflash 5 e Joomlal Facts
Home Polls

The five baboon species are same ofthe largest non-hominid
members of the primate order; anly the Mandrill and the Drill are
larger. In modern scientific use, only members of the genus Papio
are called haboons, but previously the closely related Gelada {genus
Theropithecus) and two species of Mandrill and Drill (genus
Mandgrifiug were grouped in the same genus, and these monkeys
are still often referred to as bahoons in everyday speech. The ward
"bahoon® comes from "haboudin®, the name given to them by the
French naturalist Buffon. The baboon held several positions in
Enyptian rmythology. The haboon god Baba, was worshipped in Pre-
Cwnastic times; alternatively, this may be the arigin of the animal's
name. Papio belongs to family Cercapithecidae, in subfamily
Cercopithecinae.
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() Public Brand gfe
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() Photo and Media Sites

() Allofthe Abovel




To hide those unnecessary modules showing on the page, go to the administra tive back -

end of the site by pointing the browser to 6l ocal
Now go to OExOMomcguloemsManager 6 uTshien gb Mohdeu Inee nMlaanager
manage all the modules. Here you will see a list of all the current ly installed modules on

the site. There may be about 25 items in the list.

Now use the tick boxes at the left of each module name to select al of them except for
6Main Menuod6, chondhet hen
==  Module Manager ' e @isable button at the top right.

Enable Disable Copry

Doing this will hide all those

Site Administrator

modules.
Filter: - Select Template - [l - Select Position - [l - Select”

# ™ Module Hame Published Order Y Access I Positic NOte the LISt Of mOdUIeS may
extend to 2 pages, so yoy will

1 v Banners ' 1 Public: 30 hann pag yoy
have to go to the next page by

2 | Breadcrumbs - 1 Public 35  breadcr

clicking 626 at the b
3 W] Footer o 1 rsic 33 e list and then disable the modules
from the sec ond page too.

4 [ tain Menu ol 1 Public 1 et
s ¥ Iser Mernu o z Registered 17 lesft
& |V Cther Menu ' 2 Public il lett
7 ¥ Ky Concepts o z Puiblic: 40 lerft
g [V Example Pages o' 3 Fublic 39 left

Display & 20 ﬂ - * 1 @ et En Page 1 of 2



Now | etbs clean up the main menu and hide all the
ourdpages , and al so make the 6éhomed page that you cr
shown when you see the website

Site

content | GO to the administrative back -end, and open the menu manager for
FB Meru Manager 6main menud by goidiMaitho MeMamud n t he me

Menus

= Menu Trash

You will be shown a list of all the links currently seen in the main

menu.
To make the 6Homebdé page default, select itulusdng
button on the top right. Now, you will note that a small star appears next to this link item.
Make the 6homed | ink THAT YOU HAD CREATED as the
the bottom of the list.

1 B Haome s - 1 Public Articles 51
To clean up the menu and remove al | the links o ther than required,j ust do like you did for
the modul es, sel ect al | the menu | inks which are
select all the links except for the ones pointing to the 4 pages that you created, and then
click on the 6onnpublishd butt

Tip : Changing the logo

The Joomla! logo that you see on the top left of every page on the website is a part of a

template. We will go into this in detail later, but If you have a cool logo for the baboon

website, | us C:\xampp ehtdocs \joormla béta \templates \rhuk_milkyway \images 6

or whatever the root folder of ymwjoomladogo.pege réver Wwi
hence replacing the current logo.



Here we are, with our custom baboon website with 4 pages which you can edit any time
by logging into the administrative back -end and going to 6article man

Hope you enjoyed making it !



